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Our Firm
Top-notch boutique firm DelaCalle Abogados SLP impresses with its highquality work as well as its creative and solution-oriented advice

Founded in January 2013 by a Spanish abogado and a Swedish jurist, DelaCalle is a legal boutique specialised in
European Union, Antitrust and Competition Law that has been recognized by Global Competition Review (GCR 100)
as one of the world’s top antitrust and competition practices. Our firm is characterised by the full dedication of its
internationally recognised team of partners to each and every assignment entrusted by our clients.
The size of our firm and our fierce independence makes us particularly well suited for cases where both the urgency
and the lack of conflicts are of paramount importance. We act for companies active in Spain in complex cartel
investigations, advise on merger control assignments with a strong international component, litigate antitrust cases
and craft sophisticated defence strategies for clients affected by abusive behavioural practices in highly regulated
sectors.
DelaCalle’s founding mission is to ensure that law firms, companies and trade associations enjoy the quality
standards, experience and level of commitment expected from a leading international firm, but with the immediacy,
exclusivity and attention to detail that only a trusted counsel may offer.

Our Services
Antitrust & Competition Law
Preventive and strategic advice aimed at avoiding or reducing
the antitrust risk
✓

✓

✓

Legal assessment of practices and commercial
agreements (e.g., distribution, agency, franchise,
joint venture, strategic alliances) aimed at
ensuring their compliance with antitrust and
competition rules at a national and EU level.

✓

✓

✓

Legal representation of clients in antitrust
investigations brought by the competition
authorities at the national and EU levels, including
specific assistance under the applicable leniency
programme.

✓

Assistance with the preparation of complaints to
be filed with the proper competition authorities
due to alleged infringements of competition law to
the detriment of our clients, as well as the
representation in the eventual antitrust
investigation.

Analysis and evaluation of the degree of our
clients’ compliance with Spanish and EU
regulations on competition law, designing the
strategies that best suit their interests.
Organization and delivery of antitrust compliance
programmes, as well as of internal antitrust
audits..

Merger control advice
✓

Legal representation before the competition authorities and
competent Courts of Justice and Arbitration

Jurisdictional and substantive assessment of
national and EU mergers from an antitrust
perspective.
Advice and legal counsel in national and EU
merger investigations until the required
authorisation to close the underlying transaction
has been received. This includes the preparation
and filing of the relevant notifications before the
proper national or EU competition authorities.
Assistance in the drafting of contractual
documents related to the proposed merger in
order to verify that they do not include anticompetitive provisions (e.g., non-ancillary
restraints, certain types of monitoring committees,
restrictive covenants) and, if so, devising
appropriate strategies aimed at minimizing the
underlying antitrust risks.

✓

Challenging sanctioning decisions issued by the
Spanish competition authorities and/ or the
European Commission before the competent
Courts.

EU Law & Regulated Sectors
Regulated sectors and trade within the European Union
✓

Advising on the implementation of European
Union law in regulated sectors, such as banking,
insurance, media, pharmaceuticals, agri-food and
telecommunications, among others.

✓

Advice on issues related to the internal market of
the European Union, in particular those
concerning the right of establishment and the free
movement of capital, people, goods and services
to or from Member States.

✓

Advice on technical barriers to free trade caused
by discrepancies between national and EU
regulations on trade.

Dispute resolution
✓

Legal representation before the Spanish Courts,
the European Commission, the General Court
and/ or the Court of Justice of the European
Union in relation to the breach of the rules on
trade and consumer protection.

✓

Intervention in arbitration proceedings related to
European Union law.

Other Legal Services
Although we are passionate about EU and Competition Law, we
are aware that sometimes our clients may require other legal
services, whether linked or not to the matters entrusted to the
Firm.
In the event that we are not able to adequately provide these
services directly, we have a network of trusted partners who
share our philosophy of high-quality legal services, tailored to
the particular needs of each client.

Case Study | Merger Clearance in Spain

CNMC Case No. C/0802/16
Daimler/Hailo/mytaxi
Our firm represented Hailo
Network Holdings Ltd. before the
Spanish markets and competition
commission (CNMC) in its merger
with mytaxi, a Daimler group
company.
Prior to clearing the deal on 24
November 2016, the CNMC
allowed its early closing worldwide
while it remained suspended at the
national level, which makes it one
of the landmark merger control
cases of the decade in Spain.
This early waiver was made
possible through solid
commitments aimed at carving out
the Spanish market from the deal’s
international closing for the
duration of the national merger
review.

Our Experience
Elan Corporation

Council of Spanish Bar Associations

Following the announcement made by Royalty
Pharma to make an offer for the entire issued
and to be issued share capital of Elan
Corporation, we represented the latter company
in challenging the lack of notification of the
hostile takeover bid to the then named Spanish
Competition Commission (or CNC—value: $6.5
billion.)

Following a panel appointment, our Firm was one
of the firms selected by none other than the
Council of Spanish Bar Associations (or CGAE)
to prepare an Independent Expert Report in
relation to an issue that affects each and every
lawyer practising in Spain, i.e., the compatibility
with national and EU competition rules of
CGAE’s recommendations to provide Legal Aid
Services in Spain.

Snap-on Incorporated
Our Firm acted on behalf of Snap-on
Incorporated’s in the highest-fined cartel ever in
Spanish history. The Spanish Markets and
Competition Commission (or CNMC) fined 18
car manufacturers a total of €171 million for
illegally participating in an alleged cartel that
purportedly restricted competition across 91%
of the national car sales market. Our client was
the least-fined company of all those involved,
but denies any wrongdoing and is challenging
the antitrust fine in Court.

Perrigo Group
We represented Elan Corporation (now part of
the Perrigo Group) in the Spanish and EU
antitrust aspects of a high-profile deal. In this
transaction, Elan’s business related to the
development, manufacturing and
commercialization of the pharmaceutical
product “Tysabri” (the leading multiple sclerosis’
treatment) was sold to Biogen Idec (value:
$3.25 billion.)

González Byass
We are representing the leading Sherry winery
González Byass in one of the cartel cases of
the year in Spain. Following the appeal of a fine
imposed by the CNC before the Spanish
Supreme Court, we are challenging the validity
of the antitrust fine itself before the National
High Court.

Trustly Group AB
Our Firm prepared and implemented an
effective antitrust strategy aimed at challenging
certain actions undertaken by financial
institutions that were hindering our client’s entry
in the Spanish market.

Hailo Network Holdings Limited
We assisted Hailo Network Holdings Ltd. in the
merger control investigation aimed at obtaining
(successfully and in phase I) the clearance
required for its merger with mytaxi, a Daimler
group subsidiary and its direct competitor in the
taxi apps market.
Thanks to a complex and successful negotiation
with the Competition Division of the CNMC, the
parties received an authorisation to close the
deal internationally, while its execution in Spain
remained suspended until the final clearance by
the CNMC. It was the first decision of its kind in
Spain.

Fintonic
Our Firm received an instruction to assist
Fintonic in drafting and filing a ground-breaking
antitrust complaint before the CNMC. In this
highly innovative case, we argued before the
CNMC that the mere credible threat of
undertaking unfair acts seriously compromised
our client’s operations, harming its customers
and violating national competition law. To our
knowledge, ours has been the first antitrust
complaint of this kind ever filed against a
financial institution in Spanish history.

Munters Spain, S.A.U., Munters AB, AB
Carl Munters, Munters Europe AB and
Munters Belgium NV-SA
Our Firm is representing the above companies,
all of them members of the Munters group—a
leading Swedish global leader and premium
partner in energy efficient air treatment
solutions— in appealing a landmark CNMC
Decision before the National High Court.

Case Study | Cartel Investigation

CNMC Case No. S/0482/13
Car Manufacturers
Our firm represented Snap-on
Incorporated’s wholly owned
Spanish subsidiary in one of Spain’s
landmark cartel investigations.
The CNMC fined eighteen car
manufacturers a total of €171 million
for illegally participating in an alleged
cartel that purportedly restricted
competition across 91% of the
national car sales market.
Although our client received a
minimal fine (being the least-fined
company of all those involved by
far), we are currently challenging the
antitrust fine before the National
Appeal Court.
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Case Study | Leniency Application

CNMC Case No. [Confidential]
Confidential Sector
Our boutique firm is particularly well
suited for leniency cases seeking
immunity from cartel violations. In these
assignments, both the urgency and the
lack of conflicts are of paramount
importance.
Following a high-profile leniency
application lodged with the European
Commission, we were contacted by the
Brussels office of a top tier US law firm
to assist our client with the leniency
application filed with the CNMC,
including its formal representation
before the CNMC in the ensuing cartel
investigation.
As a direct result of our leniency
application, the CNMC conducted a
high-profile cartel investigation and our
client received 100% immunity from
fines imposed in the said cartel
investigation.

Our Credentials | Honours
Clients describe DelaCalle Abogados SLP’s service as extraordinary, highlighting the
team’s immediate response times, knowledge and experience, and outstanding
communication capabilities in an international environment

•

Recognized as one of the Top Antitrust and Competition Practices
Worldwide
GCR 100, A Guide to the World’s Leading Competition Law and Economics
Practices, 21st edition, 2021

•

Recommended by Chambers Europe | Competition and European Law
in Spain
Chambers Europe: Europe’s Leading Lawyers for Business, 2009 to 2012
editions*, 2013 edition and onwards

•

Recommended by The Legal 500 | EU and Competition Law in Spain
Legalease, 2010 to 2013* Editions, 2014 edition and onwards

•

Recommended by Euromoney | Expert Guide to the World’s Leading
Competition and Antitrust Lawyers
Euromoney Institutional Investor plc, 2012* ed. and 2013 edition and
onwards

•

Recommended by The Best Lawyers in Spain | Antitrust and
Competition Law
The Best Lawyers, 2016 edition and onwards

•

Recommended in Spain by Global Competition Review 100 | Global
Elite*
GCR 100: A Guide to the World’s Leading Competition Law and Economics
Practices, 12th edition, 2012

•

Recommended in Spain by PLC Which Lawyer | Competition Super
League*
PLC Which Lawyer: A Guide to the Best Global Competition Teams from
Around the World, 2012 edition
_________________________
* Received by J.A. de la Calle in his position as Partner and Head of the EU and Competition Practice at his
previous Law Firm.

Case Study | Abuse of Dominance Complaint

CNMC Case No. S/DC/0536/14
CaixaBank
Following the rejection of a groundbreaking antitrust complaint
requesting the Spanish CNMC to put
an end to certain actions undertaken
by CaixaBank (one of Spain’s
leading financial institution) against
our client, Fintonic Servicios
Financieros, we are now challenging
the CNMC’s decision before the
National Appeal Court.
In this highly innovative case, we
contend that the CNMC’s decision
should be reversed on the grounds
that the mere credible threat of
undertaking unfair acts seriously
compromises our client’s operations,
harming its customers and violating
national competition law. To our
knowledge, ours has been the first
antitrust court appeal of this kind
ever filed against a financial
institution in Spanish history.

More Credentials | Awards
DelaCalle Abogados SLP is a fine and client friendly boutique, and a referral
favourite for international firms

• Who’s Who Legal: Competition – Future Leaders Award*
Global Competition Review (GCR) and Who’s Who Legal, 2017-19
• Iberian Lawyer 40 under Forty Award**
Iberian Legal Group, 2011
• European Medal of Merit in Work
European Association of Economy and Competitiveness, 2016
• Award for Innovation in Competition Law in Spain
AI M&A Awards, 2015
• Boutique Antitrust & Competition and EU Trade Law Firm of the
Year in Spain
Corporate INTL Legal Awards, 2015
• Antitrust and Competition Law Experts in Spain
Acquisition International M&A Award, 2014
• Competition Law Firm of the Year in Spain
Acquisition International Legal Awards, 2013 and 2014
• EU Law and Regulation Law Firm of the Year in Spain
Lawyer Monthly Legal Awards, 2017
• Competition Law within Spain
International Advisory Experts Awards, 2018
_________________________
* Received by our two Cofounding Partners, S. Orkan and J.A. de la Calle.
** Received by J.A. de la Calle in his position as Partner and Head of the EU and
Competition Practice at his previous Law Firm.

Case Study | Compliance Programme →

European Competition
Compliance Programme
Our firm assisted a leading US
corporation in designing and
preparing a first-class Antitrust and
Competition Programme for its
business activities in the European
Union, including the United
Kingdom, Germany, France, Italy
and of course, Spain.
This high-profile assignment
involved the creation and
implementation of a European
Competition Legal Compliance
Programme completely customized
to our client’s needs, the industry
sector in which the company is
active and the specific risk factors
applicable to our client’s business.

← Successful Antitrust Defence Strategy

Defence Against Follow-on Antitrust
Class Actions Filed in Spain
Following the preparation of the European
Competition Compliance Programme
described in the previous page, our firm was
appointed lead defence counsel to represent
the US corporation’s Spanish subsidiary in
one of the first follow-on antitrust class actions
ever filed in Spain.
Our client received an antitrust damages claim
by a law firm representing hundreds of clients
and, in a separate case, was summoned by
the Commercial Court of Madrid to attend
court settlement hearings requested by the
Spanish Association of Consumers and Users
on behalf of more than a thousand affected
parties.
After following our strategic advice, our client
ended up not receiving a single follow-on
antitrust lawsuit.

Our Contact Information
DelaCalle Abogados SLP has been awarded the European Medal of Merit in
Work in recognition of its relevant services to the European Union and
outstanding contribution to the legal field

Jose-Antonio de la Calle | Managing Partner
Contact: T: +34 91 781 2102 | F: +34 91 781 7020 | E: jac@delacalle.eu
Jose-Antonio de la Calle Peral de Vergara is the Managing Partner of the Firm. With over 20 years of
experience in advising companies, trade associations and Government agencies active in a wide
range of industries, his practice covers the full scope of EU trade and competition law advice, with a
particular focus on regulated sectors.
Prior to DelaCalle’s foundation, Jose-Antonio worked at the Madrid and London offices of a top-tier
U.S. law firm, where he rose through the ranks to become Partner in 2009. A recipient of the 2011
Iberian Lawyer 40 Under Forty Award recognising the achievements of the best forty lawyers across
Spain and Portugal under the age of forty, Global Competition Review and Who´s Who Legal regard
him as one the world’s leading competition partners. Jose-Antonio is a passionate advocate for the
European project and its competition policy, a published author and a frequent contributor to
prestigious law journals who has spoken widely on competition law.

Sanna Orkan | Partner
Contact: T: +34 91 781 2102 | F: +34 91 781 7020 | E: sanna@delacalle.eu
Sanna Erika Teresia Orkan is a Partner at the Firm and our Business Director. She received both her
Law Degree and her Master’s Degree with Honours from the University of Stockholm (her final thesis
was entitled “Hardcore cartels in the US and in the EC”).
Recognised by GCR and Who´s Who Legal among the world’s leading competition partners of her
generation, Sanna is the only foreign female partner ever recommended by The Legal 500 for EU and
Competition Law in Spain. She began her career in 2000 by serving at the Global Security Department
of the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Following an assignment at the Swedish Consulate in San
Diego, USA, Sanna was subsequently appointed Desk Officer at the Foreign Ministry’s Americas
Department, acting as one of Sweden’s delegates in the EU. After leaving the Diplomatic Service,
Sanna moved to Madrid, where she worked for a Spanish Public Foundation. She co-founded the Firm
in 2013.
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